WHAT IS A DESIGNATED
CITY LANDMARK?

Adesignated CityLandmarkmaybeastructure,
site, or districtwhichis officially recognized by
the HistoricLandmarks Commissionand the City
Council because of itsvalue orinterestofan
historicnature.

WHY ARE THEY IMPORTANT?

Eachoftheover 100, designated City Landmarks
inSanJoserepresentsaphysical connectionwith
significantpersons, activities, oreventsfromour
past. Inadditiontoservingasvisible reminders of
our historicaland cultural heritage, designated
City Landmarks contribute to SanJose's unique
characterand sense of place. Thisuniqueness
strengthensthelocaleconomy by preserving
propertyvalues, attacting tourists,andencouraging
investmentinSanJose.

HOW IS A DESIGNATED CITY LAND-
MARK PROPOSED?

Any historic property may be nominated for
designation as a City Landmark by either the
City Council or the Historic Landmarks
Commission. A property owner may also
apply for nomination, and consideration by
the Historic Landmarks Commission.

To applyforaCity Landmark Nomination, the
followinginformation mustbe submitted to the

DepartmentofPlanning, Buildingand Code
Enforcement:

Assessor's Parcel Number (APN)
State Historic Inventory Form
HistoricLandmark Nomination Form
Photographsofthehistoricresource

WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR DESIG-
NATING A CITY LANDMARK?

Afteradesignated City Landmark isnominated,
the HistoricLandmarks Commission recommends
that the City Council begin the process for
designation of a City Landmark. The City
Councilthen (1) formallyinitiates proceedingsby
settingapublic hearing date to consider the
proposed CityLandmark,and (2) refersthe matter
back to the Historic Landmarks Commission for
recommendation.

The Commission then holdsapublic hearing to
consider the proposed City Landmark. Theyalso
forwardarecommendation to the City Council.
Finally, the City Council holds a public hearing
toapprove, approve withmodifications, or disap-
prove the designation of the City Landmark.

WHAT IS THE DECISION TO DES-
IGNATE A CITY LANDMARK BASED
ON?

Adesignated City Landmark have special histori-
cal, architectural, cultural, aesthetic, orengineering
value ofahistoric nature. Inmakingarecommen-

dation to the City Council onaproposed City
Landmark, the Historic Landmarks Commission
may consider many relevantfactorssuchas:

Site of asignificant historical event

Identification with people who significantly
contributed to local culture or history

Identificationwithamasterbuilderor
architect

Exampleofanuniquearchitectural or
engineeringdesign

Representative of an aspect of City history
suchasagriculture, architecture,commerce,
orindustry duringaspecificerafrom 1777
tothepresent.

HOW LONG DOES THE PROCESS
TAKE?

The nomination period may take two or three
months. After formalinitiation by the City
Council, theentire process takesaboutfour
months. The City Municipal Code requiresboth
the HistoricLandmarks Commissionand the City
Counciltohold public hearings on the proposed
City Landmarkwithin 120 days of formalinitia-
tion by the City Council.
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